Human rabies: a review.
Human rabies is a rarely observed but frequently prophylaxed disease in North America. Presented in this review is a typical emergency department case and a summary of the epidemiology of the rabies virus, its clinical appearances, diagnosis, and management. Emphasis is placed on issues pertinent to the emergency physician practicing in the United States. Current recommendations for the administration of both active and passive immunotherapy for preexposure and postexposure prophylaxis are discussed. A treatment algorithm to aid in the decisions faced by a practicing physician regarding proper animal management and patient therapy and future prospects for the control of rabies in wild animal populations are also included.